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President’s News
Lisa Burnapp

Welcome to the Winter Newsletter an edition that is typically devoted
to the ‘Secretary’s Corner’, focusing
on the upcoming BTS Elections,
Roy Calne Award and deadlines
for nominations.
Make sure you don’t miss out on the opportunity to consider a position on Council or
one of the Council Committees. There is a lot we want to do within the Society and
we want you to be involved.
At a lively Council meeting last week - the ﬁrst face to face since the start of the pandemic- we
reviewed our BTS strategy and refocused plans and activities in line with our priorities. Support and
sustainability of the workforce, collaboration with other Societies and engagement with members,
patients and public are all high on the agenda as well as our involvement in the Organ Utilisation
Group, until it publishes its recommendations next Spring.
We have also committed to take a lead on becoming ‘greener’ as a Society. We hope that our
dedicated session at Congress, inspired by our Secretary Colin Wilson, will focus our minds on how, as
a community, we can contribute to this critical area - we all have a role to play. Stimulated by an idea
from Shahid Farid, Councillor, Council agreed that we will mark the BTS 50th Anniversary in 2022 with
tree-planting and any memorabilia we produce will be from sustainable sources.
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With particular thanks to the 50th Anniversary working group, we are delighted to announce the ‘BTS
50th Anniversary Lifetime Achievement Awards’ to recognise the contribution of transplant professionals
who have served the community for more than 20 years in their various and individual ways. These
awards are unique to our 50th year celebrations and oﬀer an opportunity to nominate colleagues
whom you feel merit particular mention for their contribution to transplantation.
There are 4 categories, each reﬂecting diﬀerent constituencies of the Society. Nominations will be
accepted until midnight 4th January 2022 and will be judged by an appointed nominations committee.
The winners will be announced and presented with their awards during the Congress in Belfast.

Full details and nomination form here

At the end of a year still dominated by COVID-19 and whilst we are all trying to resume business as
usual, I hope that some of you will get a break over the festive season, although I know that others will
be working.

I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible in person in Belfast in March.
In the meantime, all good wishes and here’s to a happy and healthy 2022!

Lisa Burnapp
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Vice President’s News

Hope you have all been able to get out of

Lisa, our President, is the chair of the

isolation with friends and family for some

Anniversary celebrations committee and has

much needed relaxation! The Belfast Congress

produced a fantastic 50th Anniversary

in 2022 is fast approaching and preparations

celebration that has taken a lot of eﬀort! Get

are going very well and all the session leads

your dancing shoes on as the Gala dinner is

have done a fabulous job in getting together an

back with a live band and dress code based on

exciting programme!

the theme of the theme of the Congress but

The Congress theme of ‘Back to the future’ has
been adopted throughout the programme

with limited dress outﬁts from the ﬁlm we have
expanded this to any decade of your choice!

along with current themes such as ‘going

Our international invitees for the Congress

green’, ‘sustainability’ and the hot national

from the Indian Society of Organ Transplant

discussions on ‘Organ Utilisation’. The ‘Post

(ISOT) and the Liver Transplant Society of India

Graduate Course’ has been prepared with the

(LTSI) are looking forward to the collaboration.

trainees in mind and the leads have brought

Look after yourselves, stay safe and look

together a national and international faculty to

forward to welcoming you in Belfast 2022!

ensure it is a great interactive session.

Krish Menon

Click here to view abstract submission PDF
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The Secretary’s Corner
It’s that time of year for elections again.

You will all be receiving an email encouraging you to step forward for the Society, as well as
supporting colleagues who may be keen in taking ideas forward.
For those considering standing for Council a minimum of one year’s membership of the Society is
required for candidates. Members may apply for one position only. There are posts in Ethics,
Education and Training, Transplant Science, H & I as well as Clinical Trials and Research.
If you are considering standing for any of these positions, it may be helpful to discuss the role
with the current incumbent.
The Roy Calne Award is also being presented at Congress. The award will be given to the current
member of the Society who has, in the opinion of the judging panel, made the most outstanding
contribution published in a peer review journal as a single paper.
The member must be the ﬁrst author of the publication and can be from any professional group.
The publication must be related to the broad ﬁeld of transplantation and published in the two
years preceding the date of the Annual General Meeting (ie between Jan 2020-Dec 2021).
One electronic application form and accompanying PDF copy of the paper under consideration
must be emailed to the secretariat at secretariat@bts.org.uk
AND the generalsecretary@bts.org.uk by 5.00pm, 7th January 2022.
For full details see the BTS website
bts.org.uk/education-training/roy-calne-award/

Colin Wilson
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Treasurer’s Chest
The end of October marks the end of the Society’s financial
year, and we are busy auditing the end of year figures.

Our ﬁnancial position is, for the third year running, at least stable and I am optimistic that
the ﬁnal accounts will show a small increase in the Society’s funds. This stability has allowed
us to pursue projects that I think will beneﬁt the whole transplant community, including:
•

Funding to support the activity of the BTS Standards and Guidelines committee

•

Support for the UK Organ Donation and Transplantation Research Network (UKODTRN)
to develop a website

•

Upgrade of the BTS website – mainly a ‘behind the scenes’ upgrade, which will allow
us to host recorded meeting content, amongst other things

You will have noticed a small increase in annual membership subscriptions – the ﬁrst such
increase for 4 years. Nevertheless I am conﬁdent that BTS membership remains very good
value, and I would encourage all the current membership to promote the merits of BTS
membership to everyone in your own renal units!
Finally, our ﬁnancial health depends very much on the success of the Annual Congress.
Krish and Lisa have produced a fantastic 50th Anniversary Programme for next year’s
meeting in Belfast. The registration fees have not increased since our last meeting in Belfast,
so please register now! Just a reminder that our bursary scheme is available to support
members of the Society who wish to attend the Congress but may not have access to
funding.
Check here to see if you are eligible to apply.

Nick Torpey
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Upcoming Events
Public good in the pandemic
The Wellcome Collection, London. Thursday 25th November, 11:00-18:00.
This year’s British Transplantation Society Winter Ethics Symposium, entitled ‘Public Good in the
Pandemic’ will take place on Thursday 25 November at the Wellcome Trust in London, and also online
for those who will not be able to attend in person.
The symposium will explore decision-making during the pandemic, and examine the impact of local
and national decisions on transplantation and the wider public good. The symposium will close with
the Hoﬀenberg Memorial Lecture, which will be given by Professor Stephen Powis, National Medical
Director of NHS England and Professor of Renal Medicine at University College London.
To view the programme and register click here

BTS Surgical Training Webinar – Surgical Curriculum Update
Online Webinar
Wednesday 1st December | 13:00 – 14:00 and Thursday 20th January | 12:00 – 13:00
The BTS is delighted to put together a webinar to address the challenges of the Surgical Curriculum
for transplantation in the United Kingdom. The webinar is aimed at trainees, trainers and Training
Program Directors to address some of the issues raised by the new curriculum, organ speciﬁc
procedure requirements, Multiple Consultant Reports, Generic Professional Capabilities etc.
To view the programme and register click here
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Upcoming meetings
UKODTRN Transplant Lifelines Project Meeting
Tuesday 30th November at 1700-1800
We are holding an open meeting to discuss a grant proposal that we will be submitting on behalf of
the UKODTRN in 2022. As this is a national collaborative, involving all interested individuals who work
in organ donation and transplantation, we are keen to hear your views on the proposal and to gauge
the level of interest from the community.
We invite you to join the UKODTRN Transplant Lifelines project meeting
on Tuesday 30th November at 1700-1800
Best wishes Lorna Marson & Karen Rockell, Co-Directors, UKODTRN

National Renal GIRFT Report
The recently published National Renal GIRFT Report can be found
in the Resources section of the BTS website here

Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC) Organ Utilisation Group
Updates on progress to plan can be found here

All upcoming UK events can be found on the website here
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