
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Programme 
 

09:30 Registration and Coffee  

10:00 Welcome Address Richard Baker (Leeds) 

 Symposium Chairs: Andrew Fisher and Marius Berman 

 UK Cardiothoracic Transplantation: current performance             Chair: Andrew Fisher (Newcastle) 

10:05 Performance and international benchmarking  Rachel Hogg (NHSBT) 

10:20 Framing the UK Transplant Registry Data: Heart Oscar Fernandez (Newcastle) 

10:30 Framing the UK Transplant Registry Data: Lung Karthik Santhanakrishnan (Manchester) 

10:40 Audience discussion  

 Donor Organ Allocation Chair: Rossa Brugha (GOSH) and Sern Lim (Birmingham) 

10:50 Lung allocation: Is the system working?   Jas Parmar (Papworth) 

11:05 Heart allocation: Is the system working? Aaron Ranasinghe (Birmingham) 

11:20 Audience Discussion  

11:30 Refreshment Break  

 Organ Utilisation for heart and lung transplantation:  Chair: Jas Parmar (Papworth) and Aaron Ranasinghe (Birmingham) 

11:50 Heart donor criteria – time for a rethink? Andrew Morley Smith (Harefield) 

12:00 Lung donor criteria – time for a rethink? Vicki Gerovasili (Harefield) 

12:10 Improving Organ Utilisation – view from donor hospitals Dan Harvey (Nottingham) 

12:20 DCD Hearts – warm perfusion, cool perfusion or not at all? Simon Messer (Glasgow) 

12:35 Panel and Audience Discussion  

12:45 Lunch 

 Tackling Key Issues in Cardiothoracic Transplantation Chair: Marius Berman (Papworth) 

13:30 EVLP for DCD lungs: The Paris Experience 

Session sponsored by XVIVO 

Edouard Sage (Paris) 

13:50 Heart-Lung transplant – future directions Louise Kenny (Newcastle) 

 Long-term post-transplant outcomes – moving beyond 

survival  

Chair: Amit Adlakha (Birmingham) and Oscar Fernadez (Newcastle) 

14:05 Developing a Heart Transplant Patient Dashboard Sern Lim (Birmingham) 

14:20 Developing a Lung Transplant Patient Dashboard Caroline Patterson (Papworth) 

14:35 Audience discussion  

14:45 Refreshment Break  



 

 

 Organisation of Cardiothoracic Transplantation Services Chairs: Anna Reed (Harefield), Marius Berman (Papworth) and Eleanor Johnson 

(Birmingham) 

15:00 CT Transplant Transformation Programme Update Maggie Kemmner (NHSE) 

15:20 Audience discussion  

15:30 DEBATE: This house believes that Heart and Lung 

transplantation should always be performed in a combined 

unit 

For: Muhammad Mohamedmydin (Newcastle) 

Against: James Barr (Manchester) 

15:50 Closing remarks and departure  

   

 

 

 

Speakers 
 

James Barr I graduated from Southampton Medical School in 2011. I completed my basic and specialist 

cardiothoracic surgical training in the London deanery with additional experience in minimally 

invasive thoracic surgery and enhanced recovery at Bristol Royal Infirmary. Subsequently I completed 

a fellowship in robotic thoracic surgery at Guy’s Hospital, London. 

Following completion of UK surgical training I undertook additional specialist training in lung 

transplantation and extra-corporeal life support at Toronto General Hospital in Canada. 

My surgical interests include minimally invasive thoracic surgery including robotic surgery and well as 

lung transplantation and ex-vivo lung perfusion 

From a research perspective I have published twenty peer reviewed papers including in the British 

Medical Journal as well as presenting at major international meetings. 

Outside of medicine I am a keen athlete and have completed Ironman Wales 
  

Marius Berman Consultant Cardiothoracic & Transplant Surgeon. Surgical Lead Transplantation and MCS 

Royal Papworth Hospital, Cambridge, UK. Chair, Retrieval Advisory Group, NHSBT. Associate UK 

Clinical Lead for Organ Retrieival – NHSBT 

  

Vicky Gerovasili - 
  



 

 

Oscar Gonzalez Fernandez Consultant cardiologist in advanced heart failure and heart transplantation at the Freeman Hospital 

(Newcastle upon Tyne Hospitals). Associate Clinical Lecturer at Newcastle University. 
  

Dan Harvey Dr Dan Harvey is a Consultant in Intensive Care Medicine at Nottingham University Hospitals, Hon. 

Professor at the University of Nottingham, and member of the UK Intensive Care Society Legal & 

Ethical Advisory Group. Dan has an active research interest as National Lead for Innovation & 

Research in Organ Donation for NHS Blood and Transplant, and joint Chief Investigator for the 

SIGNET study, the world's largest interventional study in organ donation. 
  

Rachel Hogg Rachel Hogg is a senior statistician at NHSBT and is currently the lead for the National Organ Retrieval 

Service as well as transplant outcome monitoring. She joined the team in 2015 and has worked 

extensively on cardiothoracic transplantation in this time, including the development of the new 

mechanical circulatory support database. She has a BSc in Mathematics from the University of Leeds 

and an MSc in Statistics from the University of Sheffield. 
  

Maggie Kemmner Maggie is Head of NHS England’s heart and lung transplant transformation programme. She has led 

national change across the NHS for a number of years, most recently (at NHSE) a cardiac programme 

spanning general practice to cardiac surgery. She was previously Director of Integrated care at King’s 

Health Partners, led Cancer Research Uk’s healthcare improvement team, was responsible for CQC’s 

in-depth service reviews, and led the Healthcare Commission’s approach to assessing patient safety. 

She has a degree in Natural Sciences. 
  

Louise Kenny Louise is a Paediatric and Adult Congenital Cardiothoracic and Transplant Surgeon at the Freeman 

Hospital. She trained in the United Kingdom, Australia and New Zealand. Her surgical practice 

includes neonatal through to adult congenital pathology, mechanical support and transplantation. 

Her main research and development interests are optimising paediatric organ donation to include 

DCD cardiac donation in even the smallest of children, and long distance DBD cardiac recovery 

utilising hypothermic technology. 
  

Sern Lim Consultant Cardiologist in Advanced Heart Failure, Transplantation and Mechanical Circulatory 

Support. Dr Lim is the current Chair of the Standards and Guidelines Committee of the International 



 

 

Society for Heart and Lung Transplantation and has contributed to international guidelines on the 

care of heart transplant recipients and patients with left ventricular assist devices. 
  

Simon Messer Simon is a cardiac and transplant surgeon working at the Golden Jubilee National Hospital in Glasgow. His 
interest in heart transplantation began 20 years ago when assisting in a heart transplant at the Groote Schuur 
Hospital, Cape Town, South Africa. Heart transplantation led him to Royal Papworth Hospital in Cambridge 
where he undertook his cardiac surgical training. Whilst at Cambridge he undertook a PhD researching the 
feasibility of heart transplantation from donation after circulatory determined death donors using Thoraco-
abdominal normothermic regional perfusion (TA-NRP) and Direct Procurement and Perfusion (DPP). This 
research proved to be translational going from the experimental large animal laboratory to the first successful 
human DCD heart transplant in Europe in 2015. He has a keen interest in the perfusion of the donor heart ex-
situ and believes that this will improve outcomes for patients and dramatically increase the number of suitable 
donor hearts available. 
 

  

Muhammad Mohamed Mydin Mr Izanee Mydin is a consultant cardiac and transplant surgeon in the Freeman Hospital, Newcastle. 

He trained in cardiothoracic surgery in various units such as Oxford, Papworth, Kings’, St. Thomas’ 

and Nottingham; and did his higher surgical training in the Northeast region (Freeman and James 

Cook). His interest in transplantation culminated in him being appointed as the Peri CCT National 

transplant fellow in the Freeman in 2020. Following that, he was awarded the SCTS Ethicon fellowship 

2021 for lung transplantation/ECMO in Toronto General Hospital for 10 months. 
  

Andrew Morley-Smith I am a consultant cardiologist in the cardiothoracic transplantation programme at Harefield Hospital 

in London, UK. I work in all aspects of the heart programme including managing acute heart failure 

and short term mechanical circulatory support, case selection and peri-operative care of patients 

undergoing durable ventricular assist device implantation or heart transplantation, and long term 

management of these patients after surgery. I am lead for heart utilisation within NHS Blood and 

Transplant, and I am chair of the Advanced Heart Failure and Transplantation section of the 

International Society of Heart & Lung Transplantation. 
  

Jas Parmar Dr Parmar is a Lung Transplant Physician at the Cardio-Thoracic Transplant Unit at Royal Papworth 

Hospital in Cambridge. Undergraduate training at the Southampton University was followed by 

Respiratory and General Medicine on the Wessex Specialist Registrar rotation. He completed a PhD in 



 

 

the Department of Medicine at Addenbrookes Hospital and St Catharine’s College Cambridge. His 

thesis examined the impact of changes in conformations of antitrypsin on the biology of neutrophil 

function in relation to pulmonary inflammation.  This period of academic training was followed by a 

year post CCST Fellowship training on the Lung Transplant and Cystic Fibrosis Program at the 

University of Toronto. On return to the UK he was appointed the consultant post at Papworth 

Hospital. His main areas of interest are: Lung Transplantation, Interventional Bronchoscopy and 

ECMO. He is chair of the national advisory group. 
  

Caroline Patterson Caroline Patterson studied Medicine at the University of Nottingham. During a 16-year career as a 

Royal Air Force Medical Officer she completed higher training in Respiratory and General Internal 

Medicine on the NorthWest Thames Rotation. She was awarded an MD from Imperial College, 

London, for research examining novel chest imaging techniques. On completion of clinical training, 

she spent six months at Duke University, North Carolina, USA, as the International Society for Heart 

and Lung Transplantation (ISHLT) Travelling Fellow in Lung Transplantation. She maintains an active 

role in ISHLT through which has contributed to multiple international consensus statements and is 

the incoming Programme Chair for the 2026 ISHLT Annual Meeting in Toronto, Canada. Caroline was 

appointed as a Consultant Respiratory and Lung Transplant Physician at Royal Papworth Hospital in 

Cambridge, UK in 2016. 
  

Aaron Ranasinghe Aaron Ranasinghe is a Consultant Cardiac Surgeon and Heart and Lung Transplant Surgeon based at 

University Hospitals Birmingham Queen Elizabeth Hospital. He trained in transplantation and 

mechanical support in Birmingham and Newcastle. 

He was formerly the National Clinical Lead for Heart Utilisation and is currently the Director of Heart 

and Lung Transplant in Birmingham and the Chair of the Cardiothoracic Transplant Advisory Group - 

Heart for NHS BT. 
  

Edouard Sage Internationally recognised thoracic surgeon and researcher, Professor Édouard Sage leads the 

Department of Thoracic Surgery and Lung Transplantation at Foch Hospital since 2022. His work 

combines surgical excellence with translational research to advance lung transplantation outcomes. 

Since joining Foch Hospital in 2006, he has established a pioneering experimental programme with 

INRAe, focusing on ex vivo lung perfusion (EVLP) to enhance donor lung evaluation and preservation. 



 

 

Clinically, he introduced minimally invasive thoracic techniques (thoracoscopic and robotic), now used 

in over 70% of lung cancer surgeries, significantly improving recovery and reducing complications. 

Drawing on his experience in Toronto, he has modernised donor management and preservation 

protocols, notably implementing donation after circulatory death (DCD) programmes, helping 

maintain Foch Hospital’s position as a leading European transplantation centre. 

Active in shaping national and international standards, Professor Sage serves on the Lung 

Transplantation Expert Committee of the French Biomedicine Agency and chairs both the Lung 

Transplantation Group and Scientific Committee of the French Society of Thoracic and Cardiovascular 

Surgery. Passionate about innovation and training, he fosters excellence and research engagement 

within his department. 
  

Karthik Santhanakrishnan Dr Karthik Santhanakrishnan is a clinical lead for Cardiothoracic Transplant and lung transplant 

physician in Wythenshawe Hospital, Manchester University NHS Foundation Trust. He completed his 

fellowship and also worked as a consultant transplant physician in Papworth Hospital before 

returning back to Manchester. He was also lead in the interstitial lung disease in central Manchester 

before being full time transplant physician in Wythenshawe Hospital. 

He is trained in interventional bronchoscopy and wide experience infectious disease. His main focus 

is in CMV infection in heart and lung transplant and published a number of articles related to this. 
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