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Christmas 2025

President’'s News
Richard Baker

| would like to take this opportunity to wish you all festive

greetings and | sincerely hope that you manage to get

some time off with your friends and families.

2025 has been a busy year for the BTS and a lot has happened since our congress in Brighton last
March.

However, | must begin on a sad note with the news that Sir Terence English died
at the end of last month. He was a titan of UK transplantation, and he carried
out the first successful heart transplant in the UK when he operated on Keith

Castle in 1979 at Papworth Hospital. | offer my condolences to his family,

friends and colleagues.

I would like to thank those members who completed the membership survey online during the
Autumn. We had a good response with 59 respondents (about ten per cent of our membership).
There were some consistent observations, and we will reflect on these. There was widespread
enthusiasm for more strategic direction and more educational events. We have recently amended the
strategic principles on the website to include statements regarding diversity and sustainability, and we

will also be publishing our strategic objectives for 2026, so watch this space.

We are firmly committed to increasing the educational benefits of being a member of the BTS. To this
end we have committed to increasing the number of webinars during 2026 from three to six. We have
asked different sections of our council to provide diverse educational content, and we will be

publishing the programme in the New Year. If there is some topic that you would like us to cover then

please get in touch.
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Last month we held two successful meetings in London which were well supported. | would like to
thank Rommel Ravanan and Sarah Peacock, on behalf of BSHI, who led the organising committee for
the Monothematic meeting on “Advancing Transplantation Diagnostics”. It was a very stimulating
meeting, and we had more than 120 registrations. The following day we held a Cardiothoracic
Transplantation Symposium with over 70 attendees. It was a fascinating day and underlines the BTS's
firm commitment to supporting the cardiothoracic community. | would like to thank Marius Berman
and Andy Fisher for organising the meeting. Finally, we held a joint Oncology Symposium with the
International Liver Transplantation Society at the Fetal Medicine Research Institute, King's College

Hospital, London on the 12th - 13th December 2025 (View the programme here). Thank you to our

former president, Krish Menon, for organising this event.

Our thoughts now turn to 2026, and we will once again aim to hold a monothematic meeting in
November. We are looking to move the meeting around the country, and we are actively considering
alternative venues. We are considering a meeting on donation and consent (see below). We are also
looking to hold two standalone meetings, including one organised by the Chapter of Surgeons, and

more details will follow.

The crisis in donor numbers and the drop in consent rate for organs with “deemed consent” continue
to concern us. We are encouraged by the ongoing work of the Organ Donation Joint Working Group
(ODJWG) and Consent and Registration Improvement Board (CRIB) at NHSBT, and we will continue to
support them in that work in any way that we can. To that end we are planning to hold a

monothematic meeting next November to consider this fundamental issue.

I would like to thank Nick Torpey for all his hard work organising next March's Annual Congress in
Llandudno. The programme is looking superb, and he has devised a stimulating programme with
some truly exceptional speakers. We will also be introducing a new Innovation Competition with two
generous prizes for up-and-coming researchers. This has been kindly facilitated by a partnership with
QUOD and the Live Life Give Life charity.

BTS Congress 2026

We are keen to improve engagement with our membership and can | encourage you to follow the BTS

on Bluesky, X (Formerly Twitter) and LinkedIn

On behalf of the BTS Council and Executive | would like to wish you all a very happy holiday season

and a successful and fulfilling 2026. | look forward to seeing as many as possible of you in Llandudno!

Richard Baker
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Vice President's News

Dear Everyone,

We, but mainly Candi and Lauren from our Secretariat, have been working hard on next year’s Annual
Conference between Tuesday 34 and Wednesday 6t" March at Venue Cymru in Llandudno. The

outline programme is complete - and the deadline for abstract submissions passed. Thank you to

everyone who has submitted an abstract!

There are still some important deadlines:

> The closing date for submission to the Dragon’s Den is 5PM on Thursday 8th January. This is an

opportunity for Trainees to pitch proposals for clinical research or trials to a panel of experts and

receive lots of constructive feedback. Click here - Click here to submit yvour abstract

> The last day for Early bird registration is Monday 26t" January - Register here

> The closing date for the Live Life Give Life / BTS / QUOD Innovation Competition is 5PM on Friday

30th January.

We are especially excited to offer the Live Life Give Life / BTS / QUOD awards for the first time this
year. There are two awards of £3500 available to early career researchers and designed to pump-
prime research projects. One award is specifically to use QUOD samples, the other for any aspect of

transplant research. For further details see the poster overleaf or www.quod.org.uk/bts-innovation-

competition-2026 . We are especially grateful to Live Life Give Life for funding these awards.

Please have a look at the programme and register for the conference! Not only do we have some
really great speakers, but also the majority of those who have submitted an abstract will have the
opportunity to present their work in person. For those accepted as poster presentations there will be
6 moderated sessions in the main conference programme, and for 2026 we will welcome the return of
the ‘traditional’ poster presentation - but sustainably. We will print full-size posters on recycled
material that will be displayed in the exhibition area, with an’ authors present’ session on Wednesday

evening.

| hope you all have a happy and peaceful holiday season and look forward to seeing everybody in

Llandudno.

Nicholas Torpey

BTS Newsletter Christmas 2025 3


https://bts.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/BTS-Congress-2026-DRAFT-PROGRAMME-at-2-December.pdf
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=OeSVISMg70akniBMK7BDqpA9z0JaDZ5HvKqueNLWyDxUOVk5N1BJNFQ3WlQxT0tTMVBZT1dHT0Y1MC4u&route=shorturl
https://members.bts.org.uk/BTS/Events/Event_Display_Ethics21.aspx?EventKey=CONGRESS26
https://quod.org.uk/bts-innovation-competition-2026/
https://quod.org.uk/bts-innovation-competition-2026/

<

’
TS
BTS Innovation
Competition
2026

Calling all organ donation and
transplantation researchers

Entries are now open for the
BTS Innovation Competition
in partnership with
Live Life Give Life and QUOD

2 x £3500 awards available

Applications are invited from researchers for:

QUOD Impact Award
Up to £3500 of QUOD samples for a research project

Open Discovery Award
£3500 for any transplant-related research project

Shortlisted applicants will be invited to present their project in
front of a judging panel at the BTS Congress 2026
in Llandudno on 5t March 2026
Applications close at 17:00 GMT on 30th January 2026

Full details: www.quod.org.uk/bts-innovation-competition-2026

Live Life
Ggive Life
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General Secretary’s Report

Dear colleagues, it's great to be able to write to you and update you with some of the achievements of
the BTS communities over the last few months. Congratulations to all of those who applied for

funding through the BTS Andrew Paris Memorial Fellowship. The field this year was exceptionally

strong - so much so that the Education Committee and the Exec agreed that we would award four

applicants this year, instead of the usual two. Special congratulations to the winners:
> Georgia Wilding: Learning from others: Improving patient satisfaction and confidence with
education and support in the transplant service in Newcastle

> Natalie Clark: Promoting positive conversations about organ donation and supporting knowledge

mobilisation amongst healthcare staff

> Serena MacMillan: Long-term silencing of ABO blood group antigen expression in human kidneys

to produce universal donor organs

> Mohamed Elzawahry: Normothermic ex vivo pancreas perfusion (NEVP) for pancreas preservation

prior to pancreas and islet transplantation

We look forward to receiving their reports on their experiences.

Applications for the Roy Calne Award closed on Wednesday, 37 December, and many thanks to those

of you who applied. We look forward to assessing their applications; the winner will be notified at the

2026 Annual Congress. Thanks also to those colleagues who have agreed to judge this award.

A reminder that there are three Council positions up for election this year (Sustainability, Transplant
Science, and Donor Transplant Co-ordination), with three posts on Committees (Education Committee
x 1, Ethics Committee x 2). Many thanks to all of you who have submitted your interest in these

positions. To all BTS members, please vote when you get an email from CIVICA early next year!

It's great to see that more professional organisations are keen to be affiliated with the BTS, and we

welcome ALTP, BASL/BLTG, and BSHI to our existing affiliate organisations. The Exec and Council are

working hard to engage with more UK professional societies that have an interest in donation and
transplantation. If you have membership in a society that might like to explore becoming a BTS

affiliate, please get in touch.

Finally, we are keen to let our members know about relevant educational courses, meetings etc,

bearing in mind that all our inboxes are already overflowing. If you'd like to see how the BTS decides

how to handle requests for distribution, please see our new policy.
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I hope you all get a good break over the holiday season and stay safe.

Chris Callaghan
BTS General Secretary

chriscallaghan@nhs.net

Treasurer’s Report

Dear BTS family

The BTS finances are in a healthy state, and our auditors have commenced the formal audit for the

charities' financial year for 2024/25.

The BTS Exec have been working with Moore Engage (our secretariat providers) who have done
additional work during the year, this has improved our compliance metrics with the Information
Commissioner’s office registration and meeting the new Director identification requirements for

Companies house.

I am very pleased to confirm the BTS corporate partners for 2026. The Gold partners are Chiesi, Hansa
Pharma, Astellas, IMdx and Getinge. The Silver partners are Takeda and Sandoz. Chiesi have also

continued to support BTS's sustainability agenda by being a Green partner.

| am very grateful for the continued support from all our corporate partners, and | look forward to on-

going mutually beneficial co-working.
I would like to wish you and your loved ones the very best for the festive period and a fabulous 2026.

Rommel Ravanan
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The BTS in partnership with UK Kidney Association has published updated guidance on the use of

Other notices

the non-live shingles vaccine, Shingrix®, in transplant recipients. The new document takes effect from
1 September 2025 and reflects recent changes in the national immunisation programme. The key
change is that adults aged 18 years and over who are severely immunosuppressed, or are expected to
commence immunosuppressive therapy, are now eligible for the Shingrix® vaccine. The updated

guidance and further information can be found from the links below.

https://www.ukkidney.org/sites/default/files/documents/UKKA-
BTS%20Shingles%20Vaccination%20Update%2002.10.25_0.pdf

https://www.ukkidney.org/rpg/news/new-ukkabts-guidance-2025

(MA Mg You aﬁﬂadl/(e)vty Cluigtinas and
Fappy WewrUear in 2026!

Richard Baker Nicolas Torpey Chris Callaghan  Rommel Ravanan
President Vice President General Secretary Treasurer
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